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OSCAR W. UNDERWOOD FOR PRESIDENT

MATCHLESS LEADER OF A UNITED DEMOCRACY-WORTHY OF A UNITED SUPPORT,

extraordinarily well qualtfied for the presidency because of his long experience I == R ———
THE PROG RESS OF in Governmental m?ters Granting that Mr. Taft had long qx‘::n‘enoe in the s = - = .
executive end of the Government, he was wofully deficient in knowledge of .

the legislative end; and this has been apparent all through his term. So with

Mr. Roosevelt. The tragedy of the death of Majos McKinley will hold his

name high among the names of our Presidents; but, considering him critically,

no- histgrian at familiar with the facts can deny he was an expert President, B
{a capable President, a President who could secure results, a President who

knew how to deal with the Congress which makes the laws he must execute,
By Samuver G. Biyree because of his long experience and service in the House.
.

PLAIN WORDS ON BIG
QUESTIONS

(Extracts from interview of Os-
car W. Underwood, reported in
Staff Correspondence of the
New York World, Editorial
Section, December 3, 1911.)
“There has been no attempt on

o T i st o B B
It was hot in Washington on Wednesday, the second of August last—so hot give its eoft
you could fry an egg on the pavement at Ninth and F if so be your taste ran derived from the tariff! They
to fried egg ¢ lo ; and it was even hotter than on that torrid corner havekeptall.ﬂle‘pr‘o&a"
. -&em&'rﬁ“mhuof&eﬂmof ves.

. “To profect profits is to protect
i and to strangulate
_ rather than t2 d.evelop‘ industry.”

by er to lower the tariff wall

byall i bric:hsa:ﬂb;hetopofthe
w n&er dynamiting
the stmcture.at .th= bottom.”

“The people have lost faith in
the Republican because it
has not kept gnt.ll: ‘:uhi them.”

“If it (the Sherman Act) is en-
fi as a criminal statute it is
an eﬁcmtdx;zmnrmm for pre-
venting an :hin‘
andresmint‘of‘tn:le.

thﬂammhﬁsbnd;-dnhmtbem triots on e - —— "
h&-‘uh&mndshmedwdmrtmmad:r‘u’.orwby = ‘?m HIS WIFE A REAL HELPMEET

m ge-tl?nﬁf:- Alabama i:nr‘ecogd.nd." said the Speaker, leaning for-| || ||/ Mzs. UNDERWOOD.

“Mr. mu." began Underwood a.ln? , dispassionatel d 1l e 38 o T 4 work
which is mest important—“Mr . n:a ul:’ a question of mny; reciprocity legislation, to which the and his ambition ms'ﬁf umh e full
lege” The D:‘-oerw naphdje::; more. The vk g 3%&;:: m"b‘:'a?: g"':;: control of the domestic establishment
-.!‘le-aﬂthu&ede:'::d.hunthemqwbebddhhishmd,ud dissatisfaction of the people with my::ﬂluvghmmﬁurfer:mmmmm
sent & page-boy scurrying up to the desk with it. The clerk read in that sing- Payne-Aldrich tariff law, the election lays out lu':elothes brthl:tm‘h i
song manner in which all reading clerks read. It was a te ic dispatch u"‘m‘deth'“‘—“"‘D""°°"“i‘:bei“‘bils' t. She seeks Ay St
from Lincoln, Nebraska, and it began: “The recent activity o Representative theﬁrstopportnnitythepeoplehadto“dci““'d kfbMMhh?
U 4 b o by Siark Sl ety 6 Seliues’ fhe express that dissatisfaction tangibly. bl“i,gh“ ’:“ e:“ of research. She is
steel and iron schedule has met with the disapproval of W. J. Bryan e fpDemonie Bk 2 swierity of| e N T Yl B
The reading clerk paused here, as if to let the enormity of this sink into the nearly seventy. They had not had pos- - :

perceptions of the perspiring patriots, and began again: “Today
authorizes the following statement: ‘The action of Chairman Under-
wood in qpod%u immediate effort to reduce the iron and steel schedule
reveals the real Underwood. Speaker Clark and other tariff reformegs tried
to secure the passage of 2 resolution instructing the Ways and Means Com-
mittee to take wp other schedules, including the iron and steel schedule: but
Underwood and Fitzgerald, of New York, succeeded in defeating the resolu-
tion.” ™
There was more of the statement, but that is enough to show its general
tenor. It charged Underwood with being tainted with protection and having
an individual interest in the iron and steel business, and was a very pointe
and personal assault on one big Democrat by another. After the clerk had
fimished ing the statement there was a moment of silence. Underwood
mdbmwdynﬁcw,who still half leaned across the big desk

up under the . Then Underwéod began speaking slowly, dispassionately,
evenly and 2

session of the House for sixteen years, | Wholesome and - e No

They were poﬁtiany hungry and polit- W%f [l’ expressed My Under-

ically thirsty. needed sustenagee. | ¥004'S forehead and face are free from

They thought they Bod s chance to elect [ Wrifikles. All the turbulence and nerve

a ’residcnt in 1912 and get full swi suicide mnmfed m.mdhu‘ a flat

at all the perquisites and prerogatives :";e I‘:"‘X“d ?“} him—New York

of the Government; and each man of} * 97/d, August 6, 1911.

the two hun;lrleld afnd i:‘e:ty-:ight Dem-

ocrats was full of sc esormlhl.lﬁ' '

this chance a certainty. They were all, THE UNDBR“,’OO-D BOOH.

anxious to revise the tariff in order to | Uncle Joe Cannon is quoted as saying

keep faith with the people, but they had | that “Congressman Underwood of Ala-

many plans for revision and many | bama’ has grown more in public senti-

shades of opinion as to how it should | ment recently than any other man in the

be revised. ’I'I'_ll:ley felt their power and U'Bt&d Slﬂt;:-t ) big

importance. ey were eager, avid, en- er leaders -in both b ies are

thusiastic and none too prudent. now taking notice of this Cnem;mth-

1.:rnex',he who dutmnuhedf himself dur-

ing the extra session of Congress as

Underwood and the Democratic leader in the House. ~
Democratic Party. Commenting upon the Underwood

boom, the Birmingham Age-Herald says:

“The rise of Oscar Underwood is the
arvel of American politics, and we m

Underwood's High Political Courage.

“The statements contained in that article are absolutely false!” he said In-
stanily the entire Democratic side broke into a roar of applause
- =i Rapey contains rested omly on myself 1 should not
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on the only body of Democracy that is in contro

the representative leader on the floor of this House,

be untrue to my party if I did not rise here and
falsehood I”

lfnderwd was made leader of these

0 Keep em together, to ge

work intelligently and cohesivel

> get | June 25 in the good city of el
results. He knew that the Democratic| That this distnguishad Alabamie is

]

utterances with the brand of
Underwood continved. He asserted he had asked the committee to take up
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HON. 0. W. UNDERWOQOD.

- S party, if it was to have any response|growing in favor in all sections of the
the iron and steel schedule first because he comes from an iron and steel dis- Underwood’s Varied Public Service. from the people in its demand for the election of a Democratic pryesident in | country is plainly evident on all sides.
this statement, wb:c? tll?c‘y did. H?c s:i.;i“th ecson;.:‘ni:tt::ee hndmcitet:t::c:lo it wis: N hen Ik of . 1?12,h must show the people it i1s trustworthy angd fit for confidence. He knew | Watch Underwood.—Columbus, i

- b ta a man a ti ive candi i ini : e . : el
ST o e St ol G saten sihedules first boctmee the iren and sheet ow, W you o man-as a receptive or an aggressive didate for | of the varying opinions as to what should be done with the tariff ; knew of | Ledger, reprinted in the Bi

:
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n 1 s . a_ presidential nomination you tot up his qualifications; and, no matter whether | the enthusiasm and lack of jud ent, the partisanship, and even the fanaticism | Ala., Age-Herald, Jan 3
hdc:tot in the Wx.lso:,{t?em?:\xleya and h'll:'t ‘g:yny lil}hg:;g Underwood's name e\;;r gets‘ t:lfotl;e the tlionfventionhor n(;‘t, lr:lo matter tilf it re-|of some of his followcrs;] knng they hpad been ':o long outcige that the - T '
cotton been revised fo 1y years. -_Kitchin, ceives no votes save those o abama, the fact is he is highly qualified so far | attainment of the inside position might lead to excesses in legislation. H 0
corroborated what Underwood claimed; and Underwood further | o5 the mechanics of the Government is concerned. He has served in-the House | his lieutenants well and p:;ant at thge job. - - DUTY RIGHER
ing his connection with the iron and steel business— | of Representatives for seventeen years. When he took his seat, in December,| His task is not yet completed. The President vetoed the tariff bills that were THAN AnMBITION
a company that makes pig iron—and having a telegram | 1995 he was thirty-three years old. He was placed on the Committees on Public | formulated in the House under Underwood’s direction and intrinsically his,
. Bryan, dated April twenty-third, to Ollie James, in which Mr.|) 2 4: and Expenditures on Public Buildings. In the Fifty-fifth. Congress he | though changed in many particulars in the Senate and in conference. There Underwood Not Self-Seeking
to convey his tions to Underwood. was promoted to the important Committee on Judiciary, and in the Fifty-sixth | will be more tariff legislation in the House in this session. The President has
went to Ways and Means. He was on Rules and the Irrigation of Arid|demanded it and the Democrats are willing to go at it again in their own| “My Friends Must Do The Work”
1 Lands in the Fifty-seventh Congress, on Appropriations and Irrigation of | way. What Underwood must do again is to hold his party in line to meet | 53ys Underwood.
woolen ‘d'ﬁd“le ?d be have one word of criticism 3; Arid Lands in the Fifty-eighth, and in the Fifty-ninth went back to Ways| as complex a situation as he had to meet in the extra session that ended last| Congressman Oscar W. Underwood,
concerned. I had to write a woolen schedule| /4 Means, where he has since remained, arriving at the chairmanship in the | summer—and never forget for a minute that there is a presidential election | when asked if he would be a candidate
ﬁruun or Sixty-second Congress, when the Democrats gained control of the | next year that undoubtedly will be largely decided upon the tariff question. for the Presidency, said:
ouse,

Judging the future by the past, he will do it. It is a sitnation charged with | “I think my friends are going to
to
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In all these years he has been a quiet, systematic, steady worker—not demon- | dynamite. Many of his Democratic colleagues are anxious for radical action | me the compliment of indorsing me

strative, not flashy, but studious and industrious; and the mere reading of ‘the | in many ways. The Congress will not adjourn until just before the first national | that they will name
There | 22mes of the committees on which he has served will show how wide his|convention is held. The record of the present House will figure largely, not | convention. I will be very proud to
attempt at oratorical flourish. experience has been. He has touched all pifases of the legislative side of the | only as to the individual fortunes of Underwood Qut also as to the fortunes|have their indorsement. No man could
they

i
il
H
z
g
2
E*.‘
!
|
8

- Government and mastered them. So far as the mechanics of this Government | of whomsoever shall be nominated by the Democrats for president and thai | feel otherwise about it.
- : is concerned—the knowledge of how to do the things that must be done—there | candidate’s success at the polls.
thing. u.ominco&e“gc;hsuwhooifsthesppengrdzfumer&go& And.mlthout'ol:yg . ' e . . . . po dotheymnstiiobythumelml
. . yself open to booming Underwood, more knowledge a man’ cut out fi
nderwood a Presidential Possibility. waciuiiion of The Goverstent thas ds broaght 1o the Wiite [iouse by ks four. Underwood Opposes Initiative, Referendum and Recall. et %

thing is this: When Underwood finished that statement and sat | year resident the better things will be for the country at large. He is an advanced conservative in his views of other legislation. For example, | eral direction of Washington, “and

H : : he does not faswor the wide extension of the initiative, referendum and recall. | 3m going to try my best to
Detnocratic nomination for President. Underwood didn't know it; nor Underwood’s Methods Like McKinley's. His contention is that these measures have worked out satisfactorily in local | am Dot ”mtg:" neglect it to be a can-
that he had assailed Mr. Bryan that made him a candidate.| g .14y asked me once if 1 didn’t think Underwood is a good deal like |matters where the people clearly understood the issues; but that in larger e o~
. Bryan are as common th? Mr. Bo s usaul.ts pof:‘ ‘%t:.c;d ”le: McKinley in “many ways. Laying aside whatever criticisms there mygbe of i::atters %f‘ aaet:oml importance the Congress is better able to protect the |thir R s " do
—and effective. What gave the State of Alabama a pre _| McKinley, the fact is as | have said—he was a most expert and effective | interests
didate this: Here was a man with the highest type of political courage— ’ people. friends
was -
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. : situation, | I'resident because he knew how to do things. 1 think the comparison fairly apt. “The people suffer far more from the failure to enforce existing will have to do."—Nu wericon
ho did mot '“l cml :nt: m'ﬁ ‘coateauon McKinley was a Republican and a protectionist—and Underwood is a Demo- laws than they do from the lack of proper legislation,” he says. “The Oct. 15, 1911. -/l .
5 lead £ the Ho:se majority, was ende“oﬁn" crat and a believer m tariff for revenue; but the two men had many trams’in people should drive from the places of power and responsibility the
"Sor fhe Democresi and the country, and not for | ommon. McKinley was, and Underwood is, 3 student of tanff economics.| .  unfaithful servants and elect those who will be faithful 10 the trust
= 4 for the 1l s ”!n’ individual : m& the country Md{mky got his results b’ compromise, by conciliation, oy smootlnng .d‘.ﬁ' mmposed upon them. The masses of people are far better )udges of UNDERWOOD’S
the benefit of any individual or - ‘,’h,,"g,., Underwood? He seems | culties away, by a polite consideration of the claims of others, by being willing men than they are of measures, and are far more likely to select an
upon

to give and uke,deby suvw;ixagcll civility thatdm&seked a real c}etenmnano 1 : E honest man than an honest measure.” BOLD PROGRAM
: ircumstance .| ana so does ULnderwood. inley recognize vast complexities of e
vg‘d. and of course the Bryaniacs xlduhvc .dud‘:nha c‘ijm- legislative machine ind knew how to hlrmq‘lilizq fdMth:x? tha; werﬁ %cnfs":;‘a’ Underwood’s Characterist
- : . personal : straigh tangl avoid pitfa so does Un ; - - £ < -
stance to him had he praised Bryan. That isn't the point. The : :c?(mhlg;kt:ew wnel:‘t: “:eccde c:ntlndwhen tg advance, and when to stand| Underwood was born in Kentucky in 1862 was educated at the Rugby ?ane el('leductnom, not revolutionary, but
A & 2 the scber thought | stock-still in & position—and so does Underwood. When McKinley talked of | Shool in Louisville, and the University of Virginia, and was admitted ramed o s to fighten the burden
personal privilege and denounced Bryan ""z"tm '"thﬁ:‘ : 'mm_ the tariff, for example, he knew what he was talking about—and so does [!O the bar in 1884. He went at once to Birmingham, Alabama, where he has b o::kntg imthout giving togn'iolﬂit
of the people; but the independence with Whtbe R t!u‘tt' the entire majority | Underwood; but McKinley was, and Underwood is, tolerant of the opinions | Since practiced law. He was first elected to Congress in 1894 and has been ThE i & mPO‘l;lum national interests.
ey g g arduo i §f Congress, in | of others, and is ultimately concerned in getting what seems best for his party. | eturned regularly since. He early took a hand in politics and served on State g - mﬁ:i;n l;;%{‘m- d
- . R abies of leaderthis oad ral- || make no comparison here of the men other than a comparison of their | and district committees before he went to Washington. As 1 have shown, i °°df‘° rategy and sound
which this same Underwood had displayed qualities of leadership vy methods. McKinley was effective—and so is Underwood. These are the | his experience in the House has been varied and his advance has been steady. |economics. Moreover, it is gﬁcﬁml.
ship and sanmeness that had caused a wakening of interest in him among the . : He is not a showy man, but a studious. He is not an eloquent orator, but| If nchaprt:gnmsl!oul be passed
people—pushed that good opinion whiduf had been.fofma‘t;vc ﬁ:eo form, l:: feasons ¥ ;d dc:‘nc;in&xig ;peak&r. His greatest speech dwu ti: ogpositiox; lt{ the Payne- ang :;toeii by the Preslden:,‘n Mr. Tag
naturally Underwood in the light of being available for Democra nderwood’s Leadershi eset Wi remendous Difficulties. ‘ i ill when that measure was reported to the House of Representatives |an e Republican party have
m% President. . U ood’s 3 pB Wik T - by the Republican Ways and Means Committee in 1909. He made several | face an angry nation with a third be-
Hence, unless conditions change very materially before the Democratic Underwood’s position when the Sixty-second Congress was called into special | important speeches in advocacy of his own measures during the extra session trayal charged against them.
National convention is held, Alabama, first on the rolicall, instead of y:eldmg session by President Taft last April, for the purpose of passing reciprocity | of the House last summer, but none was so important or so exhaustive as| If Taft should approve it, his pre-
to some other State farther down the list when it isstime to place favorite an legislation,” was a position of tremendous difficulties. He was made chairman | that speech against the Payne bill. He spoke for several hours, took up the | vious attitude and previous vetoes will
favored sons in momination, will send an orator to the platform in her own of the Ways and Means Committee. He had been second to Champ Clark on | bill section by section and analyzed it from his information and convictions. |leave all the credit for uriﬁ. reforms
right and present for the consideration of the delegates the name of Oscar w. the Democratic minority of the committee in the Sixty-first Congress, in which | This was one of the great speeches of a season of remarkable presentments of | to the Democratic party, and wilt enable
Underwood, of Birmingham, chairman of the Ways and Means Committee d:‘: the House had a Republican majority and passed the Payne-Aldrich tariff law; | tariff doctrine on both sides of the House. - | him to recover none of the advantage
the Sixty-second Congress and ficor-leader of the Democratic majority in and third in the Fifty-ninth Congress, when the House was also Republican| Underwood does not write his speeches. He says he cannot memorize easily, | he has lost. f
. and when he was ranked on the minority side of this committee by Champ |and never attempts to make a set speech or a speech where he follows copy| The failure of the tariff commission
. islati i Great Value. Clark and Bourke Cockran. Cockran was out of Congress when the Democrats | exactly. His method is to collect all the available information bearing on his | has deprived the President of even -
Underwood's Long Legislatiye Experience of came into control of the House and Clark was made Speaker. Without protest, | subject and arrange it in skeleton form. He sets it out by divisions, subdivisions | legitimate excuse for further vetoes, and
ise i blic affairs have held that the Fathers who | Underwood succeeded to the chairmanship of the committee. and topics. He goes over these, rearranges, classifies, divides and subdivides. gives the Democrats ample reason for
e e e mh:n ‘;uilded better than they did if they | Underwood was in the House, though not on the Ways and Means Com- | Then he may write portions of the speech, or he may not. At any rate, |going ahead without waitin _years for
made the Constitution would have buil h";’“ man is eligible to the presi- | mittee, when the Dingley tariff was made, and he was on the Ways and | when he comes to talk he has nothing before him but a sheer of paper with his | more reports of .the same d.—New
e docu:’emb: T.’smg}é'. ncoemm length of time in the.| Means Committee when the Payne-Aldrich law was constructed. Though the | topics on it, and he talks without reference to Rotes or to authorities. Orleans Item, reprinted in the Montgom-
‘::Luw‘ Pmmmmw It was urged for Mr. Taft that he was | Congress had been called into session for the specific purpose of passing B L . = 'U(AM)A‘WU".JNL&M




